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Preface

Since the establishment of my office in 1986, | have constantly devoted myself to
creating gardens with passion and Conviction.

To compile this collection of works, | have carefully selected distinctive works that
display my dedication to excellence, although they may have been affected by
change over time.

Whenever | work on a project, | start by analyzing various factors with clear objectives
and goals.

At the same time, | place considerable importance on “inspiration.” The creative world
that emerges in my mind, the source of my ideas, comes from

everyday casual discoveries over the years. It is then brought to fruition through
repeated analysis and research.

| believe that “creation” is not possible without the ability to view “inspiration” from
multiple perspectives, instead of freating it as a mere idea. The work becomes even
more distinguished when it is completed, and it matches what | felt when it was inspired.

It would please me greatly if you appreciate this collection of works as a journey
“from creation to nature” and "from nature to creation.”

Garden of Housenbou Golf Club: | attempted to depict “water” through a formative
approach.

l used 51 concrete blocks in different sizes to invoke a sound produced by

a keyboard.

The theme of this project was to provide customers with a refreshing moment while
viewing a fragmentary scene of the Kiso River from the bath.

Yayoigaoka Guest House: | created a “water mirror” landscape in harmony with the
exterior walls.

Ripples that invoke the feeling of a gentle breeze, and views of the four seasons are
reflected on the water's surface.

Garden of Black Pines: | fused the sukiya-style architecture and the beauty of 35
black pines.
This garden was used as a filming location for the movie “Mr. Baseball.”

Garden of Arimafsu: | recreated the garden by reusing existing trees, stones, and
lanterns.

As the garden of the fraditional Shibori (fie-dyeing) shop, | wanted to depict the
history of Arimatsu through the garden.

Garden of En-Kei: | used a symbolic ring object that serves as the main theme.
The interaction with the garden enriches the lives of the residents.



TOKIWA Inc. Ochiai Factory: | depicted this landscape as a triangular pyramid
covered with lawn as a monument of the cosmetics company, and created a scenery
of gently falling water.

Garden of Toyofa: | recreated this as a garden for the house and clinic.
The contrast between the evergreen lawn and dwarf bamboo grass makes people feel
refreshed.

Nagoya Infernational School East Courf: The circular school building designed by
Anfonin Raymond was completed in 1968, and the garden was completed in
conjunction with the completion of the Wing Building in 1999.

As this space is also used for extracurricular activities, | based the theme on the
continuity with the circular school building.

JST Innovation Plaza Tokai: | paid close attention to “air flow" in the courtyard, and
wished for the growth of a symbolic Lindenbaum.

Aiming at industrial development through collaboration between industry, government,
and academia, | installed a terrace as a “resting place” for researchers.

NITT DoCoMo Tokai Nagoya Building: | participated in the planning of the Object as a
lond art piece, based on three design concepts: Progress, Pivot, and Stability.

Ashiya Yururi: A Japanese restaurant in Ashiya, Hyogo Prefecture.
| used water in the upstairs seating area to depict “sound and flow” in the restaurant.

Nagoya University, Institufe for Advanced Research: Located in a secluded area
beyond the Toyota Auditorium and the Noyori Conference Hall, where there is still an
abundance of greenery.

| simplified the landscape, using a Lindenbaum as the primary tree.

Riverside Care Akaike: A healthcare facility for elderly people with a waterfall, stream,
and pond, which was my last distinctive work of 2005.

| created a landscape where water falls from a height of 2.5 m, runs through the stream,
and pours info the pond.

Garden of Kamigamo: The first time | was blessed with an opportunity to create a work
in Kyoto, which is very memorable for me.

With the concept of “valuing the connection between people” in mind, it was my
greatest pleasure to create a garden in the best location facing the Kamo River.

Garden with Twin+one Terrace: Completed in 1993, spanning a period of three years.
The landscape | created has grown to what it is foday.
The main beech tree has reached a height of 10 m.



As a pause in the middle pages, I've included works featuring stones, glasses, objects,
terraces, flagstones, and fountains.

T. Gafe House: | had to overcome many problems in the initial stages, including a field
survey of native trees and topography. I recall that it fook a lot of fime toread a 0 to
9-meter contour map and develop a construction plan. | also recall the harsh summer
work at temperatures of almost 40 degrees Celsius.

Green Hills Care Aioi: Completed within a short period of time despite many problems
during the process, including the need to complete a broad area, ranging from the
courtyard of the welfare facility to open-air bath, rooftop bath garden, and a green
space perimeter. Being able to complete this on fime was a particular pleasure.

Hikari Health-Care Facility for Elderly People: This project was commissioned by the
medical corporation and proceeded from planning to construction under an
infegrated order.

| united three separate areas with independent height differences into a single
landscape.

Again, as a pause in the middle pages, I've included several pieces of my own
design - benches, object, shade, table, and stools - incorporated into daily life.

Garden of Shimogamo: My second work in Kyoto
| also created tables and chairs for the terrace of this garden.

Garden of leda Hospital: A work in 2023
The frees are not yet mature, so they lack splendor at present, but they will grow over
the years.

In addition to these works, this book includes drawings, essays of the moment and
other items.

It would please me greatly if you sense how classical and modern elements interact in
my works and how they serve as the driving force of the conceptfs.

In conclusion, | express my sincere gratitude to all people involved, including those
who paved the way for compiling this collection of works.

ITO Yoshimasa
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