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Summary

On 31st of December 2006, there were serial bomb explosions in the Bangkok
Metropolitan Area. These Bombs Killed 3 Thais and explosions injured 32 people
(including 6 foreign travelers). Even though the Taksin cabinet was overthrown
by a military coup and there were explosions in Bangkok, independent travelers
are still continuing to visit Thailand from all parts of the world. Thais never lose
their self-possession during emergencies. Because in Thailand there are excellent
private rescue parties funded by the Thai-Chinese charitable organizations which
have been established for a long time in each city. Recently many voluntary
independent rescue teams have been set up by local people. There are over
3,000 to 4,000 rescue workers comprising mostly volunteers and paid workers,
in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area. They are mainly funded through donations
from the big Thai-Chinese business groups and also the small and medium-
sized local Thai-Chinese business groups. This means that in Thailand there is
mainly private rescue system without the need for government subsidies over a
long period. The realization of rescue services without the need for government
subsidies was greatly influenced by Daihonggong's philosophy. Daihonggong was
a high-ranking priest in the Song Dynasty (To be precise, Northern Song : 960
- 1127 AD) in China and practiced asceticism for a long period in what is now
the Chaoyang district of Guangdong province. The Daihonggong ethic of mercy
(one of Daithonggong’ s eight virtues) filtered deeply into the heart of Thais and
also into the business ethics of the Chaozhou-Chinese managers in Thailand.

An overseas Chinese first introduced these ethics to Chinatown in Bangkok by

bringing a golden clay figure of Daihonggong from the Chaoyang area in 1896.



This paper tries to consider the private rescue system from the Thai point of
view, compares it to the Japanese system and consider how we can learn from it.
It also examines the influence of the Daihonggong ethics on Thai society and on

the private rescue services.
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